
T
hought to be the home 
of the original Garden 
of Eden, this archipela-
go of 115 granite and 
coralline islands, posi-

tioned seven degrees south of the 
equator in the Indian Ocean, has 
become an ultimate island retreat 
with its unspoilt beauty and 
unique cultural and historical 
wealth. The Seychelles islands 
have a rare socio-economic stabil-
ity, which is unrivalled in the In-
dian Ocean region, and has been 
underpinned by a government 
that has supported economic re-
forms in recent years and is imple-
menting a policy of people-cen-
tred development.

Re-elected for the second term, 
President James Michel has 
placed priority on sustainable de-
velopment, empowering the 
youth, improving education, ser-
vices and encouraging entrepre-
neurship in all sectors of the econ-
omy, which is based primarily on 
tourism, fisheries and interna-
tional # nancial services. A nation 
that has dedicated over 50 per 
cent of its landmass to nature con-
servation, Seychelles is very much 
committed to protecting its is-
lands from mass tourism and un-
bridled development. Whether in 
# sheries, tourism or manufactur-
ing, the country has been busy 
putting in place regulations that 
put the protection of the environ-

ment as a number one priority.
“The new Seychelles entails 

building on what we have achieved 
over the last 35 years; we have in-
vested heavily in social aspects 
such as health, education, hous-
ing and infrastructure for the 
wellbeing of our local people. We 
have always put people at the cen-
tre of development,” says Presi-

dent James Michel. “2012 has a 
new mandate where we will be 
building a new Seychelles. It is 
important for us to continue with 
this positive track record since the 
macroeconomic reforms were in-
troduced in late 2008. Going for-
ward, we will leverage on having a 
peaceful and stable country 
blessed with natural resources 
and a fair system that ensures 
equable wealth distribution 
among the people,” adds the Pres-
ident. 

The UAE has extended aid to 
Seychelles in one of the most chal-
lenging periods of its economic 
and social development. It has, in 
recent years, reached unprece-
dented levels. The total value of 
support from the UAE between 
2007 and 2011 was around $150 
million. The importance of invest-
ment from the UAE during the 
economic downturn must be em-

phasised, as foreign direct invest-
ment from the Middle East was a 
signi# cant contributor to the six 
per cent growth in 2011.

The UAE, under the leadership 
of the President His Highness 
Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, has been one of the main 
partners supporting Seychelles 
during its macro-economic re-
forms, which were initiated in 
2008. The UAE government gave 
budget support help of $15 mil-
lion to the Seychelles government, 
which was used in various priority 
areas identi# ed in the immediate 
aftermath of the reforms and 
helped to cushion some of the 
negative e* ects. 

“A special friendship has devel-
oped between Seychelles and the 
UAE,” says the President. “In par-
ticular, important steps were tak-
en in areas such as renewable en-
ergy, education, and health, 

where the UAE is playing an ac-
tive role.” 

To spice up the already multi-
faceted relations between Sey-
chelles and the UAE, Seychelles 
+ agship carrier, Air Seychelles, 
has entered into a strategic part-
nership agreement with Etihad 
Airways in 2012.  The agreement, 
which is the # rst of its kind in Af-
rica, makes provision for a # ve-
year management contract for 
Etihad Airways as well as substan-
tial investment, which will see the 
implementation of strategic mea-
sures to encourage Air Seychelles’ 
long-term commercial growth.

Seychelles is encouraging tour-
ism from the Middle East and 
GCC countries, as well as from 
China, Australia, South Africa, 
South Korea, Russia, India and 
the traditional European markets, 
particularly France, Germany and 
Italy.

Bilateral relations: 
Stronger than ever 

The UAE has 
consistently 
supported the 
island nation 
and extended 
$150 million in 
aid between 
2007 and 2011 

FACTS

Full name: 
The Republic of Seychelles

Population: 
86,500 (UN, 2010)

Capital: 
Victoria

Area: 
455 square kilometres 

Major languages: 
English, French, Creole

Monetary unit: 
1 Seychelles rupee  = 

100 cents

Main exports: 
Fish, cinnamon bark, copra 

and petroleum products 
(re-exports)

GNI per capita: 
$9,760 (World Bank, 2010)

International dialing code: 
+248

Four-and-a-half hour flight 
from Dubai 

James Michel, President of the Republic of Seychelles

The new 
Seychelles 

entails building 
on what we have 
achieved over the 
last 35 years; we have 
invested heavily 
in social aspects 
such as health, 
education, housing 
and infrastructure 
for the wellbeing 
of our local people. 
We have always put 
people at the centre 
of development

President James Michel

A special 
friendship 

has developed 
between Seychelles 
and the UAE

President His Highness Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan with James Michel, President of the Republic of Seychelles
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achieving this in an environmen-
tally sound and sustainable man-
ner.

“For the year 2011, the total 
gross in+ ows of foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) were estimated at 
$128 million, a majority are 
through tourism projects,” says 
Caroline Abel, Governor of the 
Central Bank of Seychelles. “To 
make investment in Seychelles an 
easier choice and ensure that in-
vestors generate the maximum 
possible yield on that investment, 
the Government of Seychelles has 
introduced a range of legislative 
measures o* ering concessions to 
businesses operating in various 
sectors of the economy,” adds 
Abel. Under the provisions of the 
Tourism Incentives Act and Agri-
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THE recently introduced 2020 vi-
sion for Seychelles is the road map 
that the government, in conjunc-
tion with the private sector, has 
outlined to further prosper the 
country. During the second quar-
ter of 2008, as the world economy 
was being hit by the biggest # nan-
cial crises of the last few decades, 
the government of Seychelles im-
mediately embarked on a com-
prehensive reform programme 
with the support of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank and the African De-
velopment Bank to counter pos-
sible e* ects of the crises on its 
economy. Measures were taken to 
strengthen macroeconomic sta-
bility and raise efficiency and 
transparency in public # nance. 
Further privatisation and reforms 
in the public service were done 
with a view of reducing the role of 
the state and encouraging private 
sector activity.

“Investment policy stated by 
Seychelles aims to maintain and 
improve the standard of living of 
Seychellois citizens by creating 
economic conditions conducive 
to increased wealth generation by 
private businesses and individu-
als,” says Pierre Laporte, Minister 
for Finance, Trade and Invest-
ment. “In order to achieve this, 
the country has committed itself 
to supporting an investment-
friendly climate that guarantees 
that Seychellois citizens and over-
seas investments will comple-
ment each other and foster appro-
priate linkages with all sectors of 
the economy,” adds Laporte. 

While the country’s investment 
policies encourage the exploita-
tion of Seychelles’ natural re-
sources, improvement of national 
infrastructure and an increase in 
productivity levels, it also stresses 
on the paramount importance of 

With a progressive 
government and 
reform-minded 
policies, Seychelles 
aims to further 
develop the country 
by 2020

Investment 
policy stated by 

Seychelles aims to maintain 
and improve the standard of 
living of Seychellois citizens 
by creating economic 
conditions conducive to 
increased wealth generation 
by private businesses and 
individuals

Pierre Laporte
Minister for Finance, Trade

and Investment

To make investment 
in Seychelles an 

easier choice and ensure 
that investors generate the 
maximum possible yield 
on that investment, the 
Government of Seychelles 
has introduced a range of 
legislative measures o! ering 
concessions to businesses 
operating in various sectors 
of the economy

Caroline Abel
Governor of the Central Bank

of Seychelles

RICH in tourism, culture and 
marine resources, the island 
state of Seychelles has recently 
been connected to the rest of 
the world through a submarine 
optic # bre cable laid from Tan-
zania’s economic capital city of 
Dar-es-Salaam to Victoria, Sey-
chelles. 

The Seychelles East Africa 
System (SEAS) submarine optic 
# bre cable is the # rst optic # bre 
cable link for Seychelles and is 
a historic development for the 
small island state. 

The project is designed to 
connect Seychelles to global in-
ternet exchange centers at high 
bandwidth at much lower 
costs. 

“The bene# ts are endless,” 
says Vice-President Danny Fau-
re, who also holds the portfolio 
for ICT. “The quick and e* ec-
tive system will speed up con-
nection among tourists and 
other travellers, while high-
speed internet and high-tech 
communication will allow for 
e.  ciency and should attract 
more business stakeholders to 
the country,” he adds. 

The submarine optical cable 
system will vastly improve all 
data services (# xed and mobile) 
to and from the country, thus, 
making it easier and faster for 
businesses, especially foreign 
investors, to interact and carry 
out their business and econom-

ic endeavors. Development 
loans from the African Devel-
opment Bank (AfDB) and the 
European Investment Bank 
(EIB) have # nanced almost 60 
per cent of the project. Equity 
contributions at 40 per cent 
have been split between three 
shareholders: The Seychelles 
Government, Cable and Wire-
less (Seychelles) and Airtel (Sey-
chelles) — each of whom have 
provided signi# cant funding for 
this large-scale project.  

“The SEAS project is a good 
example of regional integration 
and private sector participation 
as it involves business and gov-
ernment entities from East Af-
rican countries, the use of re-
gionally deployed telecom 
infrastructure, the EASSy sub-
marine cable system, which is a 
regional African project,” says 
Faure. 

The SEAS submarine optic 
# bre cable is linked to the exist-
ing submarine cable systems of 
SEACOM and EASSy that al-
ready connect countries along 
the East African coast to the 
global network of optic # bre 
submarine cables. The project 
also complements the already 
strong relations that exist be-
tween Tanzania and Seychelles. 
This includes areas like busi-
ness and commerce, economy, 
political outlook as well as trav-
el and tourism. Tanzania and 

Seychelles have also been at the 
forefront of the war against So-
mali piracy in the Indian Ocean 
and e* orts to make this part of 
Africa a peaceful region.

FLYING HIGH

The submarine optic fibre cable is the first 
optic fibre cable link for Seychelles and is a 
historic development for the small island state

CONDUIT OF CHANGE 

COUNTRY WITH 
A VISION The SEAS 

project is a good 
example of regional 
integration and private 
sector participation, as 
it involves business and 
government entities from 
East African countries, the 
use of regionally-deployed 
telecom infrastructure and 
EASSy, which is a regional 
African project

Danny Faure
Vice-President of Seychelles

Seychelles is 
probably the best 

place you can come to for 
a holiday or for business. 
The location and the 
infrastructure that we have 
is up to standard but we 
are looking further than 
this, which is why we have 
outlined a master plan 
that will have Seychelles 
equipped with a world class 
international airport in the 
years to come

Gilbert Faure
CEO,  Seychelles Civil 

Aviation Authority

SERVED by a trusty network of 
airlines landing in Seychelles on 
a regular basis, Seychelles is fast 
becoming a hub for business, 
travel and investment. Thus 
Seychelles International Airport 
is undergoing a staged develop-
ment plan focused on the rede-
velopment and modernisation 
of the facilities at an airport that 
welcomes several international 
+ ights every day. 

The ambitious plans have 
been carefully formulated to 
# nd a middle ground between 
expansion and sustainability 
and are to involve airside facili-
ties and a new passenger termi-
nal. The second phase is con-
cerned with the expansion of its 
runways and will involve the use 
of reclaimed land in partnership 
with the Seychelles government. 
Thanks to a surge of tra.  c in 
Seychelles airspace, the busi-
ness of international private jets 
is also growing exponentially. 

Thus, there is consideration for 
development of this sector in 
the airport’s development plan.

Driving the development and 
expansion plans of the airports 
is the Seychelles Civil Aviation 
Authority (SCAA). With more 
than four decades of experience, 
the watchdog is committed to its 
ambitious plans and so is its 
CEO, Gilbert Faure. “I’d like to 
see the master plan implement-
ed and aviation continue to grow 
because, without air access, an 
island like ours is isolated and 
cannot survive,” he says. “Sey-
chelles is probably the best place 
you can come to for a holiday or 
business: The location, the in-
frastructure that we have is up 
to standard but we are looking 
further than this, which is why 
we have outlined a master plan 
that will have Seychelles 
equipped with a world class in-
ternational airport in the years 
to come,” he adds.

Seychelles International Airport is 
undergoing redevelopment to modernise 
its facilities to cater to increased 
international tra" ic

The submarine optical cable system will quicken mobile phone roaming services

Seychelles is fast becoming a hub for business, travel and investment
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culture and Fisheries Act, conces-
sions are granted on business tax, 
withholding tax on royalties, GST, 
trade tax and tax related to the 
employment of foreign labour. 
The government has also been 
actively cutting away at the coun-
try’s trade tax rates (customs 
duty), which now stands at zero 
per cent for all items, barring a 
handful of revenue sensitive 
ones. 

With one of the deepest ports in 
the Indian Ocean and availability 
of two major courier companies, 
Seychelles offers an attractive 
business environment as well as a 
sought-after lifestyle with an ap-
pealing accommodation, modern 
banking and good education sys-
tem.

The government 
has also been 

actively cutting away at the 
country’s trade tax rates 
(customs duty), which now 
stands at zero per cent for all 
items, barring a handful of 
revenue sensitive ones
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SEYCHELLES adopts a modern 
and reliable business infrastruc-
ture conducive to international 
business at all levels. The country 
is ideally located by virtue of its 
geographical location, time zone 
and also the regularity of direct air 
and maritime access to Europe, 
Africa, the Middle East and Asia. 
It is a member of the Common 
Market of Eastern and Southern 
Africa (COMESA), Southern Afri-
can Development Community 
(SADC) and Indian Ocean Com-
mission (IOC), which constitute a 
market of over 500 million people. 
Furthermore, its extensive array 
of ‘double taxation agreements’ 
with countries such as India, Chi-
na, South Africa, Belgium and oth-
ers present an attractive location 
to locate and conduct business. 

It’s 1.4  million square kilome-
tres of Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) and host one of the deepest 
ports in the Indian Ocean, trans-
shipping the greatest amount of 
tuna in the region — highlights the 
potentials and possibilities for lu-
crative economic and financial 
activities. The combination of its 
modern infrastructure, telecom-
munications, regular and reliable 
connections to major cities of the 
world combine to o* er the dis-
cerning investor a unique invest-
ment platform to operate. Re-
moteness, limited markets and the 
related high costs of doing busi-
ness have and are progressively 
being eliminated given the revolu-
tion in ICT (Information, Commu-
nication and Technology), fre-
quency and reliability of transport, 
as Seychelles embraces ‘globalisa-
tion’ without compromising its 
‘uniqueness by a thousand miles’.

Seychelles as a jurisdiction is 
committed to providing an envi-
ronment that strives to o* er a 

sound investment climate, priding 
itself in legitimacy of business 
matters. Seychelles also expands 
its network of Double Taxation 
Avoidance Treaties with the UAE, 
Oman, China and South Africa, 
among others.

For those interested in investing 
here, Seychelles International 
Business Authority (SIBA) serves 
as a one-stop shop for prospective 
investors and, in particular, for 
those interested in the o* shore # -
nancial sector. “I am con# dent 
that the o* shore # nancial services 
sector has the potential to ulti-
mately become Seychelles’ # rst 
economic pillar,” says Wendy 
Pierre, Chief Executive O.  cer, 
SIBA, who is the driving force be-
hind SIBA and its activities. We 
have a strong # nancial infrastruc-
ture and see a bright future for 
SIBA,” she adds. 

Formed in February 1995, SIBA 
covers both licensing and regula-
tion of primary o* shore business 
activities including International 
Corporate Service Providers, In-
ternational Business Companies, 
International Trusts, Protected 
Cell Companies, Companies Spe-
cial licence, Limited Partnerships 
and the International Trade Zone 
Activities in the Seychelles.

Establishing a Seychelles Inter-
national Business Corporation 
(IBC), for example, couldn’t be 
easier. As a tax-free corporation, 
Seychelles IBC is the most popular 
and versatile type of o* shore cor-
poration available in the country. 
It is similar in structure to the BVI 
IBC. However, with a nominal li-
cence fee of $100, regardless of 
authorised capital, Seychelles re-
tains competitive advantage over 
other o* shore jurisdictions such 
as BVI, Cayman Islands and Pana-
ma among others. The bene# ts 

are far reaching and include zero 
tax, # xed licence fee for life, the 
ability to import foreign labour, 
the guarantee of residency for 
owners and operators, ready-built 
facilities and legally guaranteed 
concessions.

 Seychelles Investment Board 
(SIB), on the other hand, thor-
oughly complements the activities 
of SIBA. Established in 2004, SIB 
aims to reduce bureaucracy in the 
realisation of projects. Sherin Re-
naud as the company’s CEO, is 
placed # rmly at the helm of SIB 
and helps drive its young and dy-
namic dedicated team. “The 
broad objective of the board is to 
provide an ideal framework for 
investment and to promote Sey-
chelles as the perfect environment 
for business,” says Renaud. “We 
will develop an investor-friendly 
culture in the country with the pri-
mary objective of developing the 
investing infrastructure for both 
our international and local Sey-
chellois investors,” she adds. 
Working directly with investors, 
SIB o* ers a broad array of servic-
es, which before its establishment 
were handled by various govern-
mental ministries and agencies. 
The board’s dedicated team of 
professionals guides new inves-
tors through the process of estab-
lishing business in Seychelles 
from start to finish, providing 
them with expertise on everything 
from legal requirements to local 
contacts. “The combination of 
o* shore and physical presence 
within Seychelles has been a criti-
cal success factor in ensuring rapid 
growth in this highly promising 
sector of the economy and will be 
complementary to the growth al-
ready taking place in the other 
leading tourism, # shing and bank-
ing sectors,” adds Renaud.

Availability of modern infrastructure, telecommunications and connections 
to major cities globally make Seychelles a unique investment platform 

We will develop an 
investor-friendly 

culture in the country with 
the primary objective of 
developing the investing 
infrastructure for both 
our international and local 
Seychellois investors

Sherin Renaud
CEO, Seychelles Investment 

Board (SIB)

I am confident 
that the o! shore 

financial services sector has 
the potential to ultimately 
become Seychelles’ first 
economic pillar

Wendy Pierre
CEO, Seychelles International 

Business Authority (SIBA)

A SEA OF OPPORTUNITIES 

SEYCHELLES islands are a by-
word for diversity. The 115 is-
lands are a sanctuary to some 
of the rarest species of + ora and 
fauna and a haven for discern-
ing travellers looking for nature 
and beauty. There are many 
dedicated viewing points on 
the island that o* er beautiful 
snap shot images. Gracing the 
East coast of Seychelles capital, 
Victoria, is the stunning Eden 
Island development. The island 
complex is the result of a ‘# ve-
star jewel’ East coast reclama-
tion project — a result of years 
of research in geotechnical, 
marine, architectural and target 
market investigation. 

Eden Island o* ers a wide ar-
ray of high-end properties. Its 
apartments, mansions and vil-
las are constructed amidst care-
fully planned walkways, path-
ways, waterways and private 
beaches; each adorned with 
tasteful landscaping. The views 
are breathtaking and include 
ocean, beaches, islands, forests 
and mountains. The facilities 
are plentiful and include a club-
house, fully equipped gym, ten-
nis court, swimming pools and 
kid’s club. To top it all, each 
property comes with its own 
mooring — exciting for those 
who like to snorkel, dive, go 
# shing or simply like to be out 
in the sea — making Eden Is-
land an ideal package. As an 
investment destination, Eden 
Island o* ers freehold title own-
ership, attractive rates and pos-
itive resale value, while owners 
qualify for residency of Sey-
chelles. 

If complementing the land-
scape of Seychelles wasn’t 
enough, Eden Island o* ers a 
handsome contribution to-
wards Seychelles GDP. “Sur-
passing the pride and legacy 
that we leave behind with the 
Eden Island project is the eco-
nomic impact that the project 
has had on Seychelles. Running 
up to 2011, Eden Island has ac-
counted for 25 per cent FDI in 
a # ve-year period,” says Craig 
Heeger, CEO, Eden Island De-
velopment Company. 

The project has proven fun-
damental to the Seychellois 
population. Currently, the proj-
ect employs around 600 locals. 
However, it is estimated that 
once the shopping centre 
opens, there will be 600 new 
and permanent positions avail-
able at Eden Island. 

A LITTLE more than 25 years ago 
— in July 1985, to be precise — the 
Government of Seychelles created 
SEYPEC to take over the responsi-
bility of importing and distributing 
petroleum products locally, a func-
tion which prior to that date was 
conducted by the SHELL Oil Com-
pany.

From humble and inauspicious 
beginnings, SEYPEC has grown 
into a modern, pro# t-making and 
dynamic organisation engaged in 
both downhill and upstream op-
erations. 

SEYPEC owns, manages and 
operates a + eet of six tankers, # ve 
of which ply the oceans to trans-
port petroleum products to various 
ports around the world. The small-
est tanker, Seychelles Paradise, 
operates locally to ensure the safe 
transportation of vital petroleum 
products to the Seychelles inner 
islands.

SEYPEC is an important and 
strategic entity within Seychelles.  
The company has ventured far and 
wide to broaden its vision and to 
capitalise on its resources. “We are 

We are today a 
hub for petroleum 

products, with a total export 
value of $151 million last 
year, comprising exports to 
the region, bunkering and 
aviation

Conrad Benoiton
Chief Executive O" icer, SEYPEC

The island 
o# ers high-end 
properties amidst 
carefully planned 
walkways, 
pathways, 
waterways and 
private beaches 

EDEN ISLAND: 
PARADISE WITHIN 
PARADISE

Surpassing the 
pride and legacy 

that we leave behind with 
the Eden Island project 
is the economic impact 
that the project has had 
on Seychelles. Running up 
to 2011, Eden Island has 
accounted for 25 per cent 
FDI in a five-year period

Craig Heeger
Chairman, Eden Island 

Development Company

The oil company manages and operates 
a fleet of six tankers, five of which ply the 
oceans to transport petroleum products to 
various ports around the world

SHIP OF THE 
WORLD 
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today a hub for petroleum prod-
ucts, with a total export value of 
$151 million last year, comprising 
exports to the region, bunkering 
and aviation,” says Conrad 
Benoiton, Chief Executive O.  cer, 
SEYPEC. “Had it not been for the 
plague of piracy, we can only imag-
ine how far SEYPEC could have 
gained in regional trade,” he 
adds. 

SEYPEC’s bunkering and avia-
tion refuelling activities constitute 
the predominant revenue streams 
of the company at around 70 per 
cent.  Port Victoria’s strategic loca-
tion makes it an ideal port for bun-
kering as it serves key shipping 
lines in the Indian Ocean and pro-
vides a wide range of services and 
facilities for vessels calling into 
port including both unloading and 
loading of products. The bunker-
ing services at the commercial 
port are supported by an extensive 
pipeline infrastructure, which con-
nects with the main fuel depot 
with a current storage capacity of 
144,000 cubic metres, which is 

set to increase by 40 per cent by 
the end of 2011.

SEYPEC’s growth has come 
about predominantly in the last 
decade, attributable mainly to the 
marked increase in re-export of 
petroleum products and inclusion 
of a shipping arm since 2002.  In 
its # rst year of operation, SEYPEC 
had a turnover of SR84 million.  In 
1995, the comparative # gure was 
SR367 million.  In 2005, 
SEYPEC’s turnover was SR1.273 
billion (surpassing the one billion 
mark for the # rst time) while in 
2011, the company’s revenue had 
grown to SR 4.8 billion.

As SEYPEC operates in an inter-
national environment with strin-
gent operational and safety stan-
dards, the ISO certi# cations serve 
to enhance the company’s credi-
bility and reputation, gives quality 
assurances of its products and op-
erations to its international clients, 
ensures that best business prac-
tices and standards are being ap-
plied and conforms to internation-
al environmental regulations.



rarest species of + ora and fauna on 
earth. 

Back on shore, Seychelles is a 
pristine sanctuary for diverse spe-
cies of + ora and fauna. The islands 
are home to an exciting and di-
verse birdlife that can be discov-
ered in the wild or in specially des-
ignated reserves. Discover the 
treasures of this living natural his-
tory museum along its nature trails 

SIT BACK, relax and let someone 
else do the legwork for you. Sey-
chelles is home to an array of tour 
operators that are poised to cater 
for your every need. Creole Travel 
Services and SELECT-SEY-
CHELLES are at the forefront of 
the tourism industry; each being 
acutely aware and accommodating 
of its own target market.

For the discerning traveller, SE-
LECT-SEYCHELLES offers a 
unique and dedicated experience 

with a dedicated team of highly 
motivated tourism professionals 
providing an elite, # rst-class expe-
rience. The distinctive quality of 
SELECT-SEYCHELLES services is 
sustained by cultivating a corpo-
rate culture of discreet proximity 
with customers’ needs as well as a 
dynamic responsiveness to their 
requirements. It even has a 24-
hour emergency support on hand. 

As a leading tour operator Cre-
ole Travel Services meets and 

SEYCHELLES represents an archi-
pelago of timeless beauty, tran-
quility and harmony that is famous 
for its world-beating beaches and 
great diversity, which rolls from 
lush forests to the warm azure 
ocean. Of the 115 islands, 41 In-
ner Islands constitute the oldest 
mid-oceanic granite islands on 
earth, while the rest 74 are Outer 
Islands forming # ve groups of low-
lying coral atolls and reef islets. 

Firmly at the helm of tourism in 
Seychelles is Alain St. Ange, the 
Tourism Minister. “Our eco-
friendly islands now have 50 per 
cent of the total land area protect-
ed as national parks. Our govern-
ment remains good custodians of 
the unique assets under our care 
and we remain serious in protect-
ing these natural assets that con-
tinue to attract visitors to our 
shores,” he says. Fiercely loyal and 
supportive to his local community, 
St. Ange is responsible for what is 
considered the main pillar of the 
Seychelles economy –— tourism. 
In 2011, tourism contributed 24.8 
per cent to the overall Gross Do-
mestic Product and employed over 
11,000 people — not bad for a 
country with a population of 
around 87,000.  

However, far from more tradi-
tional tourist resorts, Seychelles 
remained the playground of a rela-
tively rich and privileged group of 
travellers before an expansion in 
the number of airlines serving the 
destination.  Today, the country is 
served by a host of respected inter-
national airlines from the Europe, 
Gulf and Asia. 

The archipelago’s largest island, 
Mahé, is home to 90 per cent of 
the population. It is a cultural and 
economic hub of the Inner Islands 
and an international gateway to 
Seychelles with both, the interna-
tional airport and the nation’s 
capital, Victoria — seat of the gov-
ernment and the chief centre of 
commerce. Praslin, with a popula-
tion of 7,000, is Seychelles’ sec-
ond largest granite island. The is-
land is surrounded by beautiful 
bays and white beaches protected 
by coral reefs. Praslin is the site of 
the famous Coco-de-Mer plant in 
the fabulous Vallée de Mai, one of 
Seychelles two UNESCO world 
heritage sites. The island features 
truly exquisite beaches such as 
Anse Lazio and Anse Georgette — 
both appearing on the top-10 list 
of the world’s best beaches. Praslin 
stands at the forefront of Sey-
chelles’ tourism industry. It also 
provides a base for excursions to 
neighboring islands where tourists 
can explore the beauty via trails 
and paths that meander the indig-
enous natural flora and fauna. 
Close neighbor to Praslin is La 
Digue, the third largest island in 
Seychelles. Here visitors are trans-
ported back in time. The chief 
modes of transport here are bicy-
cles and ox carts, providing an ap-
pealing leisurely way to explore 
the most photographed island in 
Seychelles. 

Wherever visitors decide to stay 
in Seychelles, there is a long list of 
things to do. The islands are 
blessed with an abundance of nat-
ural beauty, ocean, mountains, 

beaches and tropical forests. Sey-
chelles is famous for some of the 
best beaches in the world, pristine 
and uncrowded. Age-old granite 
boulders frame some of the is-
lands, while others o* er powder 
soft sands, turquoise waters and 
sublime opportunities for swim-
ming, snorkeling or pure relax-
ation. There are also golf and guid-
ed nature tours to some of the 

Our eco-friendly 
islands have 50 per 

cent of the total land area 
protected as national parks. 
Our government remains 
good custodians of the 
unique assets under our 
care and we remain serious 
in protecting these natural 
assets that continue to attract 
visitors to our shores

Alain St. Ange
Minister of Tourism & Culture

LOT MORE THAN SAND, SEA AND SUN
Seychelles is a botanical paradise with more than 2,000 types of tropical and equatorial plants 

TAKE REFUGEE IN THE BEAUTIFUL ISLANDS THIS SUMMER
Explore the best of 
the Seychelles with 
customised plans 
o# ered by local
tour operators 

MAIA — www.maia.com.sc 
Le Domaine De l’orangeraie — www.orangeraie.sc 
Berjaya — www.berjayahotel.com
Le Meridien Barbarons — www.lemeridien-barbarons.com
Le Relax — www.lerelaxhotel.com

Creole Travel Services — www.creoletravelservices.com
Select-Seychelles — www.selectseychelles.com

RECOMMENDED WEBSITES

RECOMMENDED TOUR OPERATORS

Joseph F. Albert
Chairman, Creole Travel Services

Freddy Karkaria
Managing Director,  
SELECT-SEYCHELLES

The island is surrounded by beautiful bays and white beaches protected by coral reefs

greets a majority of tourists travel-
ling to Seychelles. O* ering an ex-
tensive array of services including 
ground handling, transfers, excur-
sions and adventures, Creole Trav-
el Services is proud to o* er inter-
island travel and has a reliable and 
regular service that o* ers ferry 
trips to and from Mahé, Praslin 
and La Digue. 

As a destination for scuba diving 
and snorkelling, Seychelles is still 
relatively unknown. The beauty 
and variety of # sh life and under-
water scenery can rival any place 
in the world. Huge granite boul-
ders encrusted with coral gardens, 
tunnels, caves are home to schools 
of brightly colored # sh, turtles, 
rays and even the whale shark, one 
of the largest # shes in the world. 

Seychelles has some of the rich-
est # shing waters in the world and 
you do not have to venture far from 
the shore to break # shing records. 
The island nation already boasts 
world records for paci# c bonito 
and dogtooth tuna, whilst the Out-
er Islands have become the centre 
of salt-water + y-# shing. Spectacu-
lar trophy Sail# sh and Marlin, to-
gether with Shark, Giant Barracu-
da, Rainbow Runner and Wahoo 
make Seychelles an exciting # sh-
ing destination for experienced 
anglers and novices alike. A vari-
ety of charter boats and # shing 
excursions are available.

Seychelles is home to two 
UNESCO world heritage sites. 
Vallée de Mai was designated a 
world heritage site by UNESCO in 
1983 as an outstanding example 
of low and intermediate-altitude 
palm forest characteristic of the 
Seychelles. The Vallée de Mai is 
one of the world’s smallest world 
heritage sites and is often de-
scribed as the Garden of Eden for 
its secluded and somewhat mysti-

cal valley in the heart of Praslin, 
home to the famous Coco-de-Mer 
and black parrot. Moreover, the 
trend in tourism policy is towards 
ecotourism, which requires well-
conserved and well-managed 
landscapes and sites. The Vallée is 
potentially one of the leading case 
studies of ecotourism in Seychelles 
as it receives some 40 per cent of 
tourists visiting annually. 

Seychelles’ other UNESCO 
world heritage site was designated 
as a prime example of a raised 

coral atoll and is signi# cantly less 
disturbed than most other atolls in 
the Indian Ocean and elsewhere in 
the world. The Aldabra atoll is lo-
cated 400 km from the nearest 
mainland. There is little soil, prac-
tically no fresh water, no guano, no 
phosphate and no deep-water an-
chorage. Aldabra harbours a colo-
ny of 150,000 giant tortoises, en-
demic birds, insects, plants, coral 
reefs and # sh that have survived as 
part of a unique ecological system, 
unpolluted by man.

through its breathtaking land-
scapes, several national parks and 
other reserves and its increasing 
number of eco-tourism ventures. 

With more than 2,000 species 
of tropical and equatorial plants, 
the Seychelles archipelago is also a 
botanical paradise. Much of the 
original coastal vegetation seen by 
the # rst explorers is still intact and 
untouched by man. Picture per-
fect, heavenly, secluded, the one 
and only Seychelles is the only true 
paradise on earth. This is how it 
will stay, with over 50 per cent of 
Seychelles landmass being pro-
tected. Victoria Botanical Gardens 
is the ideal place for a short visit to 
sample a little bit of Seychelles 
biodiversity.
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