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The discovery of the New World gave a formidable boost
to sea adventures on a grand scale and this epic tale
reached as far as the remote archipelago northeast of
Madagascar. Ocean-hardened, fearless sailors were the
ones to give rise to the legend and sign the birth certifi-
cate of these unknown lands that two centuries later
would become known as the Seychelles.

The route to the Indies had been opened and mercantile
ship captains working the trade routes were in need of
safe ports of call in which fo stock up on necessities. Thus,
around the middle of the seventeenth century, colonisa-
fion got underway of the islands which had sparked inter-
est due both to their vast food and water supplies and to
their strategic location. It was In this period that the island
of Mahé took on the name of the French governor of
Mauritius, Mahé de Labourdonnais. A few years and
many vicissitudes later, it was Louis XV's finance minister,
Jean Moreau de Séchelles, who fostered France’s pres-
ence in the area by taking possession of all the islands
providing convenient natural landing points and linking
them to his name eternally.

The Seychelles went through a period of fame when pi-
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La découverte du Nouveau-Monde donna,sur une plus
grande échelle, une impulsion nouvelle aux aventures
maritimes. Et 'écho de cefte conquéte résonna jus-
gu’aux cotes de I'archipel des Seychelles, situé au nord-
est de Madagascar.

Les marins endurcis par des traversées d’océans incon-
nus furent les premiers & propager la légende donnant
naissance a ces terres vierges.qul seront connues deux
siecles plus tard sous le nom des Seychelles.

La route des Indes avait &été ouverte et les capitaines des
navires marchands étaient en quéte de ports sdrs ot stoc-
ker leurs provisions. Ainsi,vers le milieu du 7éme sigcle, la co-
lonisation sulvit son cours sur ces Tles, qui avaient suscité I'in-
térét des voyageurs. Grace notamment & I'abondance
de nourriture et d’eau,et leur emplacement stratégique.
C'est & cette époque que I'lle de Mahé prit le nom du
Gouvemeur francais de I'lsle de France, Mahé de La-
bourdonnais. Quelques années et quelques vicissitudes
plus fard, ¢'est le ministre des Finances de Louis XV, Jean
Moreau de Séchelles, qui supervisa la présence francai-
se dans la région, prenant possession des fles de |'archi-
pel. Faisant construire des points de débarquement, et
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Mahé de Labourdonnais

rates, forced to abandon the East Indies, found refuge on
the 115 islands constituting the archipelago. The most fa-
mous of those using them as a base for their raids was the
sanguine Frenchman Olivier Le Vasseur, also known as “La
Buse” (The Buzzard), so well-known as to merit a place in
the gallery of historic figures portrayed in the State House
gallery. Towards the end of the seventeenth century the
islands were inhabited by only a few settlers trying to ra-
tionalise the growing of spices and other Troplcol plant
varieties. However, at the beginning of the 18 fh century
their main function was still to act as naval bases for sup-
plies and the slave frade when war between France and
the United Kingdom brought battleships to their coasts.

Olivier La Vasseur (La Buse)
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